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Definitions 

Listed Species 

A species which is a species which is listed as Federally Endangered, Federally Threatened, 

Federal Candidate species, California State Endangered, California State Threatened, California 

State Rare, California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) Species of Concern, California 

Native Plant Society Species Rare/Endangered in CA or elsewhere, California Native Plant 

Society Species Rare/Endangered in California and more common elsewhere. 

Federally Listed Species 

Under the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), the Secretary of the Interior and the 

Secretary of Commerce jointly have the authority to list a species as endangered or threatened. 

FESA defines “endangered” species as any species in danger of extinction throughout all or a 

significant portion of its range. A “threatened” species is any species that is likely to become an 

“endangered” species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its 

range. Additional special-status species include “candidate” species and “species of concern.” 

”Candidate” species are those for which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has 

enough information on file to propose listing as endangered or threatened. “Species of concern” 

are those for which listing is possibly appropriate but for which the USFWS lacks sufficient 

information to support a listing proposal. A species that has been “delisted” is one whose 

population has met its recovery goal target and is no longer in jeopardy of extinction. 

California State Listed Species 

Section 2080 of the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) prohibits the “take” of state-

listed threatened and endangered species. The CESA defines take as any action or attempt to 

hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill any listed species. If a proposed project may result in “take” 

of a listed species, a permit pursuant to Section 2080 of CESA is required from the California 

Department of Fish and Game (DFG). Take of state-listed species is authorized through Section 

2081 through a permit process. Take can also be authorized through Section 2835 with an 

approved Natural Community Conservation Plan. 

DFG 

The DFG also designates “fully protected” or “protected” species as those that may not be taken 

or possessed without a permit from the Fish and Game Commission and/or the DFG. Species 

designated as fully protected or protected may or may not be listed as endangered or threatened. 

Additional Protection: 

Migratory Birds  

The federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 USC §703, Supp. I, 1989) prohibits killing, 

possessing, or trading in migratory birds except in accordance with regulations prescribed by the 

Secretary of the Interior. This act encompasses whole birds, parts of birds, bird nests, and eggs. 

Disturbance during the breeding season could result in the incidental loss of fertile eggs or 

nestlings, or otherwise lead to nest abandonment, and violate the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  
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Wetlands 

Executive Order 11990 requires federal agencies to take action to minimize the destruction or 

modification of wetlands by considering both direct and indirect impacts to wetlands that may 

result from federally funded actions. 

Invasive Species 

Under Executive Order 13112, projects that occur on federal lands or are federally funded must 

“subject to the availability of appropriations, and within administration budgetary limits,” use 

relevant programs and authorities to (i) prevent the introduction of invasive species; (ii) detect 

and respond rapidly to, and control, populations of such species in a cost-effective and 

environmentally sound manner; (iii) monitor invasive species populations accurately and 

reliably; and (iv) provide for restoration of native species and habitat conditions in ecosystems 

that have been invaded.” 


